
 

Maraghy sheikh of Al-Azhar 

 

Sheikh Mohammed Mustafa Maraghi was one of the 
geniuses of his time in the science of jurisprudence, religion 
and The Shariah judiciary. After graduation, he was chosen 
by his teacher, Sheikh Mohamed Abdo to be a judge in the 
city "Dongola" in Sudan for 3 years until he resigned in 
1907 when disagreed with the English military governor in 
the Sudan at that time. Upon his return to Egypt Sheikh 
Maraghi continued working at the Shariah judiciary until he 
held the presidency of the supreme Shariah court in 1923. 
 
When Mustafa Nahas Pasha became the prime minister in 
March 16, 1928 m, decided to appoint Sheikh Maraghi 
sheikh of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, perhaps the moderation and 
desire for change are reasons of choosing him, despite the 
fact that this the assumed position of Al-Azhar, where he 
was then decision was against the will of King Fouad, and 
thus Sheikh Maraghi became the youngest sheikh who held 
47 years.  
 
It should be noted that Sheikh Maraghi was a member of 
"scientific body of Islamic religious major", that was before 
he held the presidency of Al- Azhar, Sheikh Abul Fadl Al-
Gizawi, Sheikh Abdul Hakim al-Bakri and Sheikh 
Mohammed Shaker were heads of that body, and the palace 
is active in this direction in the call for this body. 
 
After taking Al-Azhar sheikhdom, he led the Reform 
Movement in Al-Azhar and formed a committee to reform 
under his leadership that for his desire to change, 
Mohammad Mahmud Ministry approved this research 
made by the Commission, and then Maraghi began to 
implement his project before the act was issued therefore he 
canceled the judiciary school and the teaching of modern 
science, Under the urging  of Maraghi his project was 



approved by the ministry, however, that it has been refused 
by the King Fuad on the last day of the ministry 
 
with rejection of Sheikh Maraghi's project by King Fouad, 
Sheikh Maraghi presented his resignation and insisted on it 
which the prime minister, Mahmoud Mohammed accepted 
in the same timing of the resignation of the Cabinet. Sheikh 
Mohamed Al-zawahiri was the successor of sheikh Maraghi 
in October 10 1929, then Maraghi remained away from Al 
Azhar for 5 years, but Al-Azhar'Sheikhs and students 
insisted on the return of Sheikh Maraghi, which led to the 
dissmissing of 72 Sheikhs and Al-Azhar scientists. The most 
prominent were Sheikh Ibrahim Allagany, Sheikh Shaltout 
and Sheikh Abdel-Latif Draz.                                                                                                                                         
 
 
All that was Coincided with Tawfiq Nasim's Ministry  in 
November 14, 1934, that all Al-Azhar students called for the 
reform and change movement which culminated in January 
1935, And became its main demand the return of Sheikh 
Maraghi, the leader of this movement was Sheikh Ahmed 
Hassan Bagouri who launched his famous statement: "either 
under the banner of Maraghi or to the villages leaving Al-
Azhar for owls and crows," but Sheikh al-Zawahiri in the 
February 18, 1935 issued a decree separating Sheikh 
Bagouri in addition to many religious leaders of the Al-
Azhar, and with these events al-Zawahiri was forced to his 
resignation in April of the same year, This made the King 
Fouad issued a decree appointing Sheikh Maraghi for the 
position of Al-Azhar again on April 27, 1935, And kept in 
the position until he died in August 1945. That was the story 
of a document issued by the Royal decree of King Fouad on 
the appointment of Sheikh Maraghi of Al-Azhar Sheikhdom, 
which issued from the Palace of the dome to the president of 
the Royal Court on 24 Muharram 1354 AH corresponding 
to 27 April 1935.   

 



 

 



 
 


